
 

Asian World Film Festival Announces Award-winning Films: South Korea's The 

Shameless as Opening Film Oct. 26th and Taiwan's The Assassin as Closing Nov. 2 

 
(LOS ANGELES) October 9, 2015 - The first-annual Asian World Film Festival announces South Korea’s The 
Shameless and Taiwan’s official Oscar® submission, The Assassin, as the opening and closing night films. The 
Shameless, which made its world premiere at the 2015 Cannes Film Festival, received a nomination in the Un 
Certain Regard Award category, and will screen following the Opening Night Red Carpet Awards Gala on 
Monday, October 26 at the ArcLight Cinemas in Culver City. As an official selection in the main competition 
section at the 2015 Cannes Film Festival, The Assassin premiered to critical acclaim, winning in the Best 
Director category and also received a Palme d'Or nomination. The Festival, which takes place October 26 - 
November 2, 2015 in Culver City and Westwood, California, features select foreign language films from the 50 
countries in the Asian World region that have been officially submitted as their country’s Oscar® and Golden 
Globe considerations. Website: www.AsianWorldFilmFest.org. 
 
The Festival was created by Heavenly Nomadic producer Sadyk Sher-Niyaz in order to bring the best of a broad 
selection of Asian World cinema to Los Angeles, drawing greater recognition to the region's wealth of 
filmmakers and strengthening ties between the Asian and Hollywood film industries. All films that participate 
in the Festival will have a unique chance to be guided through the challenging awards season, showcasing 
their foreign films to the Academy, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association and all Guilds for enhanced 
exposure, media attention and awards consideration. 
 
The Shameless, which was written and directed by Oh Seung-uk, follows homicide detective Jung, who in 
order to capture a mob enforcer, befriends his girlfriend, Hye-kyung, only to fall in love with her, and stars 
Jeon Do-yeon, Kim Nam-gil, Park Sung-woong. At the Shanghai International Film Festival, the film won the 
Golden Goblet Award for Outstanding Artistic Achievement and was also nominated for Best Film. 
 
Directed by Hsiao-Hsien Hou, The Assassin is set in ninth century China where a 10-year-old general’s 
daughter, Nie Yinniang, is abducted by a nun who transforms her into an exceptional assassin. Years later, she 
is sent back to the land of her birth with orders to kill the man to whom she was promised. Nie Yinniang must 
now choose between the man she loves or the sacred way of the righteous assassins. The film garnered 
several nominations at the Golden Horse Film Festival, including Best Feature Film, Best Director, Best Actress 
and Best Film. 
 
Following seven days of films, the closing night Festival Awards will be presented along with the closing 
screening of The Assassin on Monday, November 2 at the ArcLight Cinemas in Culver City. Top prizes for Best 
Film, Jury Selection and Audience awards will include TheWrap’s Awards Special Screening Series and full page 
ads in the Foreign Film and OscarWrap issues. Throughout the week there will also be expert panels on 
subjects such as: Film Financing and Distribution; PR, Marketing and Awards Campaigns; and Cross Cultural 
Collaborations in the Filmmaker Lounge located at the Culver Hotel. 

http://www.asianworldfilmfest.org/
http://www.asianworldfilmfest.org/


 
Leading digital news organization, TheWrap, serves as the Festival’s Official Media Partner with the Red Cross 
as the Official Charity Partner. Other partners are the City of Culver City and the Culver Hotel, which serves as 
the Official Hotel of the Festival and homebase for the Filmmaker Lounge and Festival offices. Aitysh Film is 
the Sustaining Partner. 
 
Media Contact: Nadine Jolson 310 614-3214 jolsoncreativePRgroup@gmail.com 
 
### 
 
About the Asian World Film Festival: 
We Champion, Recognize and Unite Through Cinema. The Asian World Film Festival (AWFF) brings the best of a broad selection of Asian 
World cinema to Los Angeles in order to draw greater recognition to the region's wealth of filmmakers, strengthening ties between the 
Asian and Hollywood film industries. Uniting through cross-cultural collaboration, our festival champions films from 50 countries across 
Asia spanning from Turkey to Japan and Russia to India. All films that participate in the Festival will have a unique chance to be guided 
through the challenging awards season, showcasing their foreign films to the Oscar® Academy, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
and all Guilds for enhanced exposure, media attention and awards consideration. AWFF is a non-profit organization under Aitysh USA. 
www.asianworldfilmfest.org  
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